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THE QUEBEC CRISIS.
EXCITING RUMORS 1IN HO;\'TI.IEAL.

REPORT THAT MEMBERS OF THE MERCIER
MINISTRY ARE TO BE ARRESTED-THE
PROPAPLE CONSERVATIVE CABINET.

[BY TELEGEAYH TO THE TLISUSE]
Montreal, Dec. 21.—Ever since last week, when
fhe Royal Commissioners’ report of the investiga-
tion into the * boodle™ charges ugninst the Mercier
Government  Was handed to tho Lieutenant-
Governor of the Provinee of Quebec, who there-
n dismissed the Premier and his colleagues,
1he pulit.ina! situnation has been growing more and
pore strained.  Mr. De Boucherville was called
to form a Cabinet, but up to the preseny
jis composition has mnot been oficially an-
gounoced. Jt is known, however, that
the following men, all Consgrvatives, will be
ghe pew Ministers: Messrs. Beaubien, Mantel, Hall,
Flyna and Pellitisr, with portfolios; und
Messrs, J. Hearn, Masson and Maclntosh, without
olios. As Parisment must meet, according
to the Provincial act, before the first of the year,
exciting times are expected. The deposed Govern-
went still bolds a majority in the House, and it is
pxpected that a vote of want of confidence in the
pew Government will be passed. This will threw
» general electipn on the country at once. The
Mercier men are well organized and expéet to
garry things with a high Laud. They intend hold-
ing & meeting at once in all parts of the Province.
It is said in the streets here to-night that the new
Premier is going to secure from the Catholie bishops
of the Province a joint letter against the Mercier
party. The friends of the latter declare that if
any such move is attempted Mr. Mercier will ap-
to Rome, and will ask that all action be
guspended until he shall’have been heard from more
fally. Another rumor is to the effect that the
pew Administration intends to bring before the |

courts some of the persons mentioned in the |

faterim report, and if possible, to recover
the $100,000 which they allege was illegally taken
from the public chests. To cap the climax, it is
addsd that the Administration will not meet the
House. which is called pro-forma for Tuesday next,
put that it will be dissolved in the meantime
thus obviating the necessity of calling a session of
the Legislature within the year, as required by
sct 86 of the British North America aot.

“The Torouto Mail® (independenti says that

one child, & son, the
was born on May @,

There {8 issue of this marris
{‘.‘a‘a Thomas Evelyn Ells,

gy

FOR PROLONGING FRENCH TREATIES,

PASSAGE OF THE GOVENNMENT BILL IN THE
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES—THE ZOLIL-
e VEREIN TREATIES,
¥, Doe. 21.-The Chamber of Deputiss to-daw
discussed the Government blll %0 pioleng for one va‘:
treaties existing betweon France and other countries,
M. Deloncle opposed the measure as unconstitutional,
dangerous and useless,

M. Leon =ay submitted a counter-measure, authoriz-
ing the Government to prolong treaties for three or six
months.

M. Melins dwelt upon the importance of the nmm;d
treatias,  Frunce, he declared, should watch and wall |
and, If the German economic poliry should be followed
by good results, France could consider the sdoption of
# mew system. But the country musi relaln control
of the tariffs.

M. Ribot, Minister of Forelgn Affairs, eaid he only
desired 1o soe what was feasible in France. It was
possible that the country would one dsy recognize the
necessily of & permanent arrengement. He hoped
that forclgn countries that did not wish to engngs in
& tarifl war with France would accept ihe minimum
tarlf armangement.  With Spaln, however, he thought
it would be difficult to come {0 an agreement. Never-
theless, that country would pol obtain beiter terms
elsewhere. The Just word had not yet been spoken,
and i Spaln could offer France acceplable (reaiment
the Government would submlit o fresh LIl to the
Chamber,

M. Say's proposition was ultimately rejected, by a
vote of 440 o 94, and the Governments bill was
adopted.,

Representatives of Spaln, Germany and England
were \present during the debate. M. Say's speech had
& telling effect. M. Meline's argument against making
eny concessions lkely Indirectly to benefit Germany
fonnd u response in all parts of Bie house,

There was n confused discussion of the gquestion
whether the mintmnm tarifl could be applied by Gov-
ernmental decree, without Parllamentary sanction, to
the prodacta of conniries not nmmned in the bill, like
Italy or the Unied States. The confusion ceased on
M. Ribot's announcement that Parllamentary sanction
woild be necessary In such cases,

Iierlin, Dec. 20.—~0On the Relchslag's ndoptlon of the
Zolverein treatles, Count Kulnoky, the Ausiro-llun-
garlsg Premler, sent a telegram (o Chancellor von
Caprivl, saying: “The overwhelming majority with
which the treaties have Leen passed shows thal the
great aims of this work of peace, us much 68 your
eminent services (n connection with the work, are fully
upprecated in Germany." Chancellor von Ca rivi re-

ﬁliﬂt that his being of the same mind with Count
slnoky un political and commerclal questions wns of

there will be a tremendous sensation throughout
the Dominion. The dismissal of the Mercier Minis-
try was only the first step against the mem-
pers of the recent FProvincial Administration ;
and, 8s soon A8 the new Cabinet is firmly secured
in power, much more dragtic mensures will be
taken.
is 1o have some members of the recent Administra-

tion arrested on a charge of defruuding the Pro- |

vincial treasury.

It is sald on good authority to-night
that one of the first official acts of
the De Boucherville Administration will |
be to iseue anoiber royal commission

for the purpose of making a thorough inquiry into
the many scandalous transactions which have
dishonored the provinece. The following are
some of the men who are 10 be questioned on oath:
W. Wainwright, Assistant General Manager of the
Grand Trunk Railway: Alphonse Charlabuis, con-
tractor, and Judge S. W. Foster, of the Ottawa

snd Montreal Railway: J. B. Monengais, ex-
president of the same road: J. P. Whelan, con-

tractor for the Quebec court house; I. Ford, con-
tenctor ; Mr.  Langlais, nebec; the wana-
gers of the Quebec nnd Montreal banks: and

many other men who have had more or less to
do with the Mercier Government.

The city is crowden with goliucmns from all
over the . aml to-night many stories are
mfloat of the charges and counter-charges o be
made on the hustings,

Quebee, Dec. 21.—The action of Lieatenant-
Governor Angers in dismissing the Mereier Govern-
ment promises now to wreek the Federal Govern-
went at Ottawa also, It has opened the mouth
of Tarte, now Mercier's nlly, who ereated a tre-
mwendons sensation last night at a mass meeting
ralled in Mercler's intervst hy asserting that in
making his famous charges at Ottawa, relative
to she Quebee harbor works * boodle,” which
drove Sir Hector Langevin and Thomas MeGreevy
out of public life, he was aided and abetted by
sir Heetor's eollenone and apparent friend, but
u;n't\{_ll\"n_l in the Cahinet, Sir A. P. Baron, Minister
of Miltia.

—_— e =

BLOODY WORK IN NORTHERN CHINA.
A THOUSAND NATIVE CARITTIANS MASSACRED BY
THE REBEL"

Brussels, Dee, 21.—A dispateh was received ab
the Catholie Mission at Ghent to=day from Father
Rutgos. the Viear Apostolie of Mongolia, saying
that Fatber Minn, a Chinese priest, and 1,000

native Christiane were massacred by the rvhehl

during the recent troubles in Northern China.
The dlspatch added, however, that all the Del-
glan missionaries in the disturbed distriets, and
all the Belgians conrvected with their work were
wafe, and that assistance had arrived which
would prevent further denger for the present at
Jeast.
i
TIMRULENT CHINFSE STUDENTS.

Ean Franclsco, Dec. 21.—Advices from Pelin by
the steamehlp Cly of Pekin  say that the United
Btates stemmer Palos went to Nonking on November 8,
to remaln there Auring the holding of the Chiness
military examinations, which were to begin on Novem-
ber 11. Five thousand students were In atiendance.
The examinations were delnyed by the arrest of two
brothers from Yaung Chow who were suspected of
smuggling. ©ne of the hrothers was shot while re-

sistng the Clinese officiuls, and the other prevailed |

npon ihe whble mssembly of students {o espouse his
canse, A commisston was appointed to examine into
the trouble, and at last sccounts a sntisinctory ter-
miopation of the aftelr was expected.
— i —— s

A VILE CHINESE ATTACK ON CHRISTIANITY.

San Francleon, Déc. 21.—Advices by the stesmshdp
Oty of Pekin say thut ii has been definitely ascer-
falned thet (hon Han. s retired Taotml of Chsngsha,
in Honan, has bsusd thounsands of vile books nssalling
Christianity, and has ecattered  them throngh  #he
provinces along the river. It Is known “that he had
omissaries and thut he sent oul 300,000 of these books,
The contents ard described as too vile for beliel. The
books wre Infinitely more inischlevors than. former
works, bacauss they are written, not [n the Mandarin
Qaleot, but in the vernmcnMr of the people. This Is
evidenee to prove thut Chon Han had blocks made
fur the books, apd ihat thousands of eoples were struck
of under his orders. Yot, althongh five persons in
Huangpi are to be punished for selling the books, the

suthor and lds friends have not been prosecuied. In
t, they are nrderstond to laugh ut any forvign at-
Pl to bring-them to justice as the cause of rioting,

BLOODSHED IN THE SOUDAXN,
Calro, Dee. 91.—The refugee priest and nuns who
®eaped recently from Omdurman got away during dis-
wes caused by internal intrigues, Twenty-four
Persoiis were Killed i these dlsorders.  Soch disturb
f‘m are not of Infrequenit oceurrepee, belng due to
Mseonteni over the Mahdl's rule. The refugees
{ mﬂ r’l::ht and day for three days, withont food and

sleep.

— s

4""Mukm‘ Dee, 21,~The Impartunce of Swanssn as a
Boint of export of tin plates to the Unitad States has
EUwn remarkobly in recent years. Edwin P. Jones,
sooretlary of the Swansea Chamber of (ammerce, te-
Ports that, whereas in 1850 the direct exports to the
United States from that port amounted to only 105,856
boxes of tin plates, In 1200 they were 2,479,418 boxes;
¥hile during the three months ending June 30 of this
{gf.m figures resched the phenomens! total of
R i i

boxes,
LORD HOWARD DE WALDEN SEEKS A DIVORCE,
London, Dec. 21.—Lord Howard de Walden bas begun
Procesdings for & divoree from bis wife. The Jatier has
brongbt a eonnier sulf against her hushand for divorce.

” ~ THE WELSH TIN-PLATE EXPORT TRADE.
r

Lard Howard de Walden, wiose name 1 Frederick
George Ellls, was born on August 0, 1530, and suc-
teeded his faiber lo the peermge on August 20, 1868
Parried on April 27, 1876, Blunche, dsughter of o
ate Willluw Loldeg, of Puluce House, Laucashire.

The intention of the Conservative leaders |

Inestimuble value to him.

Hodepest, Dee, 21.—The lower house of the Hom-
garlan Diet to-day adopted the commerclal treaty with
Germany .

Rome, Dee. 21.—The Chamber of Deputios to-day, by
a vote of 228 to vk, adopted (he new duties on sugwrs
of high quadity.

The significance of the bill for the prolongation of
| commer clul treatics, which has been successtully arried
in the Chamber by the French Government, and the
motives for the presentation of that measurs, were
! explaltied In The Tribune of December 15. The Gov.
ernment, not belng so  ultra-protectionist as the
Chamber, and especially ihe senate, which bodles have
voled the new Tarifl law, understood that a sudden
| ehange would be somewhat injurions to French com-
| merce,” and there was “u slight chance that the new
tarlff might not be put fnto execution immediatzly.”
This expectation will be realized if the Senate votes
| In wocord with the Chamber. At any rafe, the

| sititude of the Fremch Government throws some Hght| leg

on the cable dispateh which reports that it is drafting
& treaf® of commerc: between tlie United btates and
France. The pew French Tarlfl law is double-headed |
it has » maximum and a minimum tadfl. While the
Ikiter would he applied for one year, accopding to tha
new project of the Government, to all countries at
resent  having commercial treatles in  force with
| Frapce, the maximuimn tartt! would be appled to natious
| having no sugh tresties. Italy and thie United sutfs
| come under the Jatier arrangemsnt: and it 1= likely
i that the American Minister and the Paris Cablnet linve

ed soine which the United
states can of the adven s of the minimm tarl®,
1ike most

uropean countries ing with France.
— e

TOLSTOI ON THE RUSSIAN FAMINE.

DESCRIPING HIS RELIEF WORK-OPPOSED TO
THE GOVERNMENT RAILWAY BULLD-
ING PLAN.

&t. Petershurg, Dee. 21.—Count Tolstol, who has just
retiirned from the famine-stricken Msiricts, was Iniar-
viewed to-day on the present state of affuirs among the
distressed  people.  He declared {hind If 1he Govern-
| ment wounld promote village industries sufficient work
could be found to avert actual starvation. The ordihary
authorities, he said, should establish public feeding
places. He himsell had started thirty such places,
which fed 500 persons dally at the cost of 3 shillines
a manth for eacl persom.  The meals consisted of
wholesome vogelable portdeges, without meat.  Ig
norance as to the sitnatlon and amount of stocks of
grain, he sald, prevented a proper organization of
|mu.rf mensuees, 1 the Government would aseertain
i e troe state of affairs, supplics could be brought from
| America and other countries,

The Count |ndignantly opposed the Government plan
! of bullding rallwuys, which, le sald, were o curse and
| would ruln Rus=sia. Rallways would dcprive the
| peasants of {helr only eccupation in winter, when. field-
| work being \mpossible, by acting as carriers they earned
| sufficient money to procure food fur their horses and
keep themselves [n condition until field-work should he
possible agaln,  The Count added that the wealthy
prasants, 10 set an example, eat motldy bread and then

give the same food to the workingmen and thelr el
dren, thus causing a terrible Iufant mortnlity.

SRS
THE STEAMER KANsAS OFF QUEENSTOWN,
London, Dee. ©1.—The Tirltish steamer Kansas,

Captain Fenion, which sailed from Liverpool on No-
vember 24, for Boston, and which was gpoken on De-
comber &, 600 miles west of Cape Clear, with her shaft
vrokien, and was agaln sighted on December 17, 1o
Isttitnde 50 N., longtude 18 W., returning to Liver-
pool under sail, has ardved off Quecnstawn. Tugs had
been sent to the westward to asdst the dlsabled
steamer back to port, but they falled to find her. An
officer of the Kansas, with & boat's crew, has heen
lunded at Roche's Point, and remains there awalting
instructions from the ngents, It Is expected that the
Kansas will be towed th Liverpool.

On December 12, the German steamer Wandralim,
from Boston for Hamburg, flgualled, on passin~ the
1sle of Wight, that she had hid 1he disabled steamer
in tow, but had parted from her In latiinde o6 N,
longitude 20 W. The passengers on the Knnsas, goon
afier the breaking of the shaft, were (ransferred to the
Juman Line stenmar City of Chicago, which arrived u
New-York on December 13.

—_—
A DYNAMITE OUTRAGE IN PAVIA.

Rome, Dec, 21.—An uttempt was made today to
blew up with dynamite a bulMing in Pavin, The
swene of (ke exploslon was ibe houss in that ety In
which King Churles Albert of Sardinin lived In 1848,
Althongh the dynamite was exploded, #he bullding wns
only slightly damaged. In the confusion which
ensued, the cuiprits succeeded In making thelr escape.

————
CATARINA GARZA'S MODEST TERMS.

City of Mexico, Dev. 21.—Catarina’ Garza, so-called
revolutionlst, has proposed to the Government to lay
down his arms for 810,000 or for a cogsulate In the

‘nited States.
-—
THE COUNT OF PARIS TO ABANDON POLITICS.

Patls, Dee. 21.—The Count of Paris has decided to
sbandon polities after the generul election, and (o
dlsperse all of his politicnl press organizers, many of
whom sre already secking fresh vocupations.

—
THE RUMANIAN MINISTRY RESIGNS,

Bucharest, Dec, 21.—The Rumanian Ministry las
resigned. This action was the result of the defeat of
u Liuver m In Parli t to-day.

e e
TRAFFIC ON THE THAMES SUSPENDED EY A FOG.
London, Dec, £1.—A fog of such density hung over
the River Thames this morning thal all mavigation wus
suspended.
2 —
THE GOLD PREMIUM IN BUENOS AYRES.
Luenos Ayres, Dec, 10,~Gold closed to-day wt 280
per cent premium,
EMPEROIL PRANCIS JOSEPIL HAS INFLUENZA.
Parls, Dec. 21.—The Vienna correspondent of “La
Paix® telegraphs thal Emperor Frabols Joseph, who
.mmummuMlMsedﬂ. but who
had almost eutirely recovered, has bad & relavse, and

14 now & vietim of the preyalling epMemic of influenss.
The dispateh adds that the Emperor's attack Is of a
rather serlous nature,
Ul et
. THE GREATER VIENNA.

Vienna, Dec. 21.--Tlhe old boundaries of the oity
of Vienna were abolished at midnight last night The
cily now Inclndes numerous sububs. The consoli-
datlon was marked by great popular rejoicing.  Hun-
dreds of carriages | ded the b daries of the
city in honor of the ovcasion.

SAGE THREATENED AGAIN.
A MADMAN CALLS AT IS HOUSE AT NIGHT.

DEMANDING MONHY ON PAIN OF DEATH—BRAVE
CONDUCT OF MRS, SAGE.

It hecame known yesterday that another attempt
had been made on Saturday night to extort money
from Russcll Bage, with the threat of killing him
if the money was net fortheomisg. This time the
lunatie asked for only §2,500, and called at the
Sage house in Fifth-ave. Mr. Sage himself did net
see the man, but Mrs, Sage talked with him inside
the door of the louse, and when he made his
threat she seized him wnd put him out of the door.

The nin rang the bell at about 9 o'clock. A
servant answered it, and the Intruder pushed past
her into the hall. He announced that le Lad
come to kill Mr. Sage because he had received no
asswer to o letter asking for $2,600. The servant
entered into n parley with the man. Mrs. Suge
heard the voioes and went to the door to investi-
gute the case. Mr. Sage was asleep on the second
floor of the house. When Mrs, Sage nppeared the
man addressed her. He said :

“T wrote a letter saying that T wanted $2,500,
and that if T didn't get it T wanld blow Mr. Sage
and his hotse up. Now, I want the money. If
you don't pay I will blow you up now."

The man had searcely said this when Mrs.
Sage rushed forward. With a power born of &
moment she put the force of a man into her at-
tock. She eaught at his throat and fastering her
fingers into his neck thrust the man out of the
doorway, and with the final vigor of & Womun
nerved to desperation thrust him down the steps.”

A few minutes larer Dr. Munn appeared at the
door. The cirenmstance was told to him and the
police were aleo informed. A guard of police has
watched the house sinee,

s S0

PANIC ON 4 HOBOKEN FERRYBOAT.

PASSENGENRS RUN FOR LIFE-FRESERVERS AND
WOMEN FAINT.

During the dense fog at a Ighe hour last night the
Heboken ferpsboat Morristows# ernghed into r steamer
at anchor In midstresan, supposed to be one of the
White Star steamships. The wheslhouse of the ferry.
poat was earted away and a portion of the woman's
cabln was stove In, Much excitement prevalled
among the passengers on the ferryboat, and every
body rusled for the life preservers.  Women falnted
and some were knocked down and trampled upon.
The deckhands had all they could do to prevem severnl
men from Jumplog overbourd.

A number of passengers wers more or less Injured.
As fnr o could be lenrned, the person most seriously
hurt wns & Mre, Strauber, an aged womuan, who was
thrown f=om her seat with such force as to break her

. The steamer with which the ferryhoat came fnto
eollision i nlso sald to have been conslderably dam-

gt
TROUBLES OF BUSINESS MEN.

MEMPIIE COTTON FACTORS FAIL,

Memphis, Tenn., Dee. 21.—Thomas H, Allen & Co.,
cotton Yactors, who have been In business here for five
vears, falled this momiung. One Year sgo the firm
falled, but made a settlement with ifs creditors by
giting four notes for BZM,000 each and resumed hosl-
pess,  ‘The first hote was paid in June, but the second,
due yestorday, conld not be made.  The Habllities are

8044000 ; assets, about two-{T7Hds of that amaunt. The
downfall of the firm was fansed by Richard [i. Allsn

mvolving 1t In Wall Street speculation.
i —

THE CREDITORE OF HADFIELD & CO,

Milwaukee, Dec. 21.—The principal ercditors of Lhe
reocntly imsolvent firm of Hadfield & Co. are: Lahigh
Valley (Coal Company, #115,001; Philadelphia Conl
and Iron Company, 820,700 Sunday Creek Coul Com-
pany, Chleago, 861,577, Whitnall & Kemmeror, New-
York, $47.725; Wilinm Pelers, New-York, $20.543;
G. 1. Howard & Co,, Buffalo, 840,118,  The llabllitles,
pot including amounts due for labor and for small
clalms ot Wankesha, nre $448,400. Of this sum
&400,126 s dne Chicngo, New-York asod Buffalo
ereditors, .
e

TROUBLE IN THE TRENTON WOOLLEN MILLS,
Trenton, X. J., Dec. 21.—The financial tronble In
the Saxony Mills, owned and operated by the Trenion
Woollen Company, 1s lHkely to sffect sedously the
woollen trade In this city, The company recently
allowsd g note to go to protest, which was the beginnine
of the troubls.  The liabilities are slated tn he about
#40,000, the henvlest ereditome helng In New-York and
Fhiladelphin, The emploves’ clnims sipount to 5,000

and their counsel has applied to the court for an order
0 show cause why a recelver shonld not be a ppolnted.
The fallure is attributed to dulness In the woollen trade.

i a—
WATERWORKS IN TWO CITIES ATTACHED,
Omaha, Neb., Dee. 21,—Two sults, agfregating

110,000, have heen instituted in the District Courd

agiinst the Ameriean Waterworks Company, and on
attachments which were lssued the sheriff took pos-
sesslon of the enfire local piant this morning.  The
plalntiff In both suils 1= the Shickle, Harrison &
Howard Iron Company, of Missourl. The Denver
plant has also been attached.
g
BANKS CLOSE THEIR DOORS.

Roanoks, Vi, Dec. Z1.—The Pledmont Bank at Gor-
donsville and the Bank of Wiyneshoro closed thelr danors
to-dar. ‘They are controlied by the same people, Posen-
berges, Shortley & Shindle, who also have banks at New-
Market and Warrtnton.

Pittaburg, Dee. 21.—A *'Chroniele.Telegraph® Alteons,
Penn,. dispateh says: “The Tyrone Bauk, & private in.
ctibrsien, feiled to apen its doors this mereing. The fallurs
was & Greas surprise.  The asscts snd Uabllities ae not
known.  An uneasy fesling grevalls, and 8 b foarcd that
& run an the other two banks will tollow."

—— . e Al
CRUSAED BY AN ICITLE.

Wilkesharre Penn., Dec. 21.—Ternard Ready, nxed
twenty-seven, and Ienry Linnen, aged twenty-one
vears, footmen at the Exeter shaft of the Lehigh Valley
Company, at Pittston, were holsted up the shaft this
afternoon in a lurge bLucket for the purpose of re
moving several huge pieces of lee that bhud formed
on the sides of the shaft. When they had ascended

about 950 feet one of the massive leicles hernme de-
tached and fell upon them. y was Instantly
killed and Linnen fatally injured.

S ——

BOGUS DOCTORS IN NEW-JERSEY.

Trenton, N. J., Dec, 21.—Dr. William Perry Watson,
secretary of the Slate Doard of Medienl Examiners, hins
presental a report (o Governor Abbatt showing the
wark done by the Btate Board durlng the last Year,
Dr. Watson states ln his report that over 10 per cent
of the 2,500 leensed physicians in the Btate are reg
{stered on bogus or fraudulent diplomas.  During the
year the Dond held 11 meetings, examined 101 candl-

dates, fssusd 82 Neenses to practise miedlcine and 3
Heenses in the preliminary branches, and rrjected 16
L

MONEY FOR REFORMED CHURCHES IN COHRI LAND,
Peeliskill, Def, 21.—Hy the dealli on Sanday of Mrs.
Maris Dyckman, widow of Sampson B, Dyckman, a
slarge mmount of pr perty will come to the two Ite
formed  clinrches of Cortlavd. Mr. Dyckman's will
provided that his widow was to have the income duing
her lifetime, and ihat at her death the property was to
go to the churches. Tthis expected that the will, as
a5 the estate s placeddn the Surrogste's Coart,

will be contested.

FHRAUDS BY TOBACCO IMPORIERS,

Chieago, Dec. 21.—An Investigation begun at the
Custom House here to-day 1s ‘cxpectsd to show ex-
tensive fmnds by tobacco fmporters, The large im-
portations of “ filler” from Havans are believed m bo
quantitles of ~leal” sultable for wruppers, which ke
a much higher duty. A difference of 8146,000 would
be made In the collections on the Involoos now in

lesns,

X Investipations
mnﬂ?“* n bave Leoa begun in

CRISP MAKING HEADWAY.
THE MILLS FACTION AND PRECEDENTS.

HOW THE WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRMANSHIP
HAS BEEN PLACED BY DEMOCRATIC
SPEAKERS — PROBABLE MARKELUT
OF INPORTANT COMMITTEES,
1BY TELRGHATH TO THR TRIBONR]

Washington, Deo. 21.—Speaker Crisp has made
such headway with his diffieult task of committee-
making that there now appears to be no doubt
that he will be able to finish it and announce
the result when the House meets on Wednesday,
Probably the result will he as satisfactory 1n the
main as if he should dawdle over the task for six
weeks, as Speaker Carlisle did elght years ago.
There {8 an unusual amount of speculation 8s to
the theory and plan adopted by Speaker Crisp in
framing the committees, and some of the leaders
of the Mills factien have already begun to say
it is apparens that ‘the men who supported the
Sage of Cersicana are “to be punished" for <o
doing. There {8 slim evidence of any such purpose
on the part of the Speaker. unless it b» fonnd in
the fears of the men who in advanee Tiave chosen
to impeach the fairness and integrity of Judge
Crisp.

The case of Colonel Mills; of course, is cited on
every occasion a8 evidence of the Speaker's un-
fairness and narrow-mindedness, and a vast deal
of nonsense has been talked and written ubout it.
What are the pertinent facts? Tt is contended
that precedent requires that Colonel Mills shall he
chairman of Ways and Means, just as “ the logio

of the situation” required his election as Speaker. |

Iet ussee. In the XLIVth Congress Speaker Kerr
did not appoint his strongest competitor, Mr. Ran-
dall, chairman of Ways and Means, but gave the
place to William R. Morrison, of Illinois, who was
not & candidate for Speaker at all. In the XLVth
Congress Speaker Randall did not appoint
Mr. Blackburn, who was his chief competitor,
chairman of Ways and Mecans, but appointed
Fernando Wood, of New-York, in the place, and

. gave the chairmanship of Appropriations to Mr.
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Atkins, of Tennessee, who had supported him m
the Spenkership coutest. When Mr. Curlisle was
chosen Speaker in the XLVIIIth Congress he did
not appoint Mr. Randall, who had been his chief
opponent, as chairman of Ways and Means, but
gave the place to Uolonel Morrison, a younger and
much less ahle and conspicuons member.  In the
XLIVth Congress Mr. Randall was the leader, hy
virtue not only of his long experience, but of
his stubborn fight against the Election bill in
the preceding Congress, in which memorahle
struggle he had coversd himself with glory and
won the admiration and gratitude of his party,
especinlly of the Southern wing of it,

No Demograt will now say that Mr. Randall
did not tower head and shoulders above Wood or
Morrison or Mills, both s o sfatesman and a par.
linmentary leader, whether in the minority or the
majority, and yet three Democratic Speakers in
sucression refused to give lim the chairmanship
of Ways and Means] and bestowed it upon the
men who bhave been named. Non only that, but
the emunently fair and just Speaker Carlisle aided
and abetted ir inflicting even greater and more
severe punishment upon Mr. Randall by eurtailing
the authority and limiting the jurisdiction of the
Appropriations Committee, of which he was chair-
man. Ny, more, sume of the very men who are
now whining in advance about * punishment”
urged that still heavier and more severe punish-
ment be inflieted upon Mr. Randall by depriving
him of the chairmanship of the Committee of
Appropriations. And yet they never heard him
whine or saw him sulk.

Again, it is asserted that it: wonld be eontrary
ta precedent, and that Speaker Cflsp eannot aford
to appoint the chairman of both Ways and Means
and Appropriations from the North or from ad-
joining States. Speaker Kerr appointed the ohair-
men of those committees from Illineis and Penn-
sylvania. Spenker Carlisle appointed a chairman
of Ways and Menns from Illinois and a clinirman
uf Approprintions from Pennsylvania—both North-
ern Statrs; and hoth Spenker Kerr and Speaker
Carlisle did so when a majority of the Democratie
membership of the House represented districts
south of Mason and Dixon's line, And now, whin
the membership number of Northern Demoerats
exceeds that of Southern Democrats, it is solemnly
declared that precedent forbids the appointment
of the chairmen of both these committers from
the North and that the Speaker * cannot afford™ to
do it, although it was repeatedly asserted hy
Colonel Mills’s friesnds during the Speakershin
fight that he would do so if eleeted. ]

So much for Democtatie precedents, which it
will be seen are flatly opposed to the contention
of Colonel Mills and his partisuns,

Now, us to the demand that Coelonel Mills must
be appointed chairman of Ways and Means in
urder to avert disaster to the Democratic party.
This seems to be a survival, or at least, an ut-
tempted revival in a different form, of the  logic of
the situation,” which wus supposed to have
perishied in the Spealerslip cauens.  Indeed,
Colonel Breckionrldge, of Kentueky, who was one
of the sincerest if not most demonstrative mourn-
ers on that sad oceasion, and who yet refuses
to be comforted, so declares,  In conversation with
a correspondent of “The Daltimore Sun,™ Mr,
Breekinridge said that he grestly deplored the
condition of things in the Demoeratic party in
the House growing out of the Speakership con-
test. It is extremely unfortunate that the course
of events should have taken such a factional
turn, and unless the party leaders Interpose to
cheek the growing hostillty betwean the two fac-
tions in the House the result is apt to be disas-
trous to the Democratic party, He insists that
the Democratic party stands pledged to the policy
of tarifl reform, and should not relax its efforts to
emphasize the principles npon which it made such
gratifying gains in the Northwest and the East
during the last Congressional elections. When
asked if he decmed it wise to bring in & general
tarift bill, although there is no prospect of passing
it through a Republican Senate or securing its
approval by u Republican President, he replied :

“It 18 the duty of the Demoeratic party in the
House to make the attempt and let the people of the
country know just where the party stands on that
question.” He contends that the effort, even if
not productive of & change in the existing tariff,
should be made. There is no doubt that Colonel
Breckinridge correstly represents the views of the
Sage of Corsicana, and that there can be only one
answer to the question 77 Colonel Mills had
heen chosen Speaker, would he have appointed
Judge Crisp chalrman of the Ways and Means (Com-
mittee 27 Of course uot; the *logie of the situa-
jon™ would not have permitted him to do so. The
sole, paramount issue in the Speakership contest,
according to Colunel Mills and his partisans, was
as to the manner in whish the House of Repre-
sentatives should deal with the subject of * tarifl
reform.” The election of the Texas candidate
would mean, so to speal,  tarifl reform” admin-
istered in allopathic doses: the election of Judge
Crisp, * tarlfl reform® sdministered in homoecopathie
doses. The Democeratic canens decided in favor of
the homoeopathic poliey, and now the Mills men
deciare 1hst the Demoeratic party will die unless
Doctor Mills is called in to preseribe allopathic
doses in *tariff reform,” while the Crisp men
insist that homoeopathic treatment and that alone
can save the party,

The trouble with Colonel Mills and his friends
spems to be' that they have not yet discovered
that they have been defested ; and that they ex-
pect Speaker Crisp to do what Speaker Mills
would have done.  Messrs, Carlisle, Mills and
(o. cannot realize, apparently, that their influence
no Jonger dominates and controls the Democratin
majority in the House ¢f Represeututives, They
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actually insist that they} being now a minority,
will suffer cruel and unjust * pubishment” if they
are not permitted to continue to have their own
way, the same as they did when they were o
majority.

It certainly is*an unusnal spectacle, and yet
the situation is not so illogical as it may seem. It
is by Do means surprising to hear the defeated
faction whine and complain in one breath and
bluster and try to bulldoze the Speaker in the next
hreath, It is as natural and necessary for them
to resort to bulldozing methods ns it is for them
to breathe, and they eannot understand why such
methods will not win now as in the past. They
complain because Speaker Crisp bas taken them
at their word, and is disposed to carry out the
policy a5 to committee appointments which he
was pledged to, according to their assertions, be-
fore he was chosen Speaker.

Colonel Dreckinridge's appeal to *the party
leaders™ to interfere in Mills's behalf in order
to save the Democratio party from disaster would

be almost pathetio if it were not so sublimely
h:ugu(leuk view of what took place before
and duoring the Speakership caucus. the

1
* party leaders” did not interpose in Mills's behalf
to the utmost of their ability it waos t.hl:‘!‘u:fll
fault, It is true that Mr. Cleveland did npot

the front than he did thirty years ago, They
| come from Missouri, and llflm’:i». and \\‘hco:i‘f-
sin, and Kentueky, and Michigan, as well as from
leuns's‘lval"ua an 'New-\'nrk, aml New-Jersey, and
the New-England States; and they * interposed”
day and night. Other * party leaders interposed”
in favor of Judge Crisp, and they probanly are
the men whom the funereal statesman from Ken-

tucky now besesches to interpose inst him,
In fact some of Celonel Mills's friends have sought
to cultivate the impression that the party leaders

Inst referrad to have already done that, although
the most careful inquiry has falled to show that
such s case.
. One trouble {s that Colonel Mills and his
friends do not seem to be ahle to rid themselves
| of the iden that they ure the Democratic party—
. an ides which, no doubt, is natural and proper
| and correct, but one which is not held and
cherished by a majority of the Democrats in the
| Hous* of Representatives,

_As to the composition of the leading committees
little 15 actually known, for Speaker Crisp has
sneceeded in ke*ping his own ocounsel admirahly
thus far; but hints obtained from Representatives
who are supposed to enjov rpﬂ'tlllm- advantages
in the way of obtalning information indieate a
probability that the chairmanships of some of
;]:ﬁr important committers will be distributed as
() IWH

Electlors, O'Farrell : Ways andMeans, Snringer;
Appropriations, Holman: Jndielary, Cnlberson:
Forelgn Relations, Plount; Colnage, Weights and
Measures, Bland: Interstate and Forelgn (lom-
merce, Mills: Rivers snd Harbors, Blanchard :
Mercehant Marine and Fisherfes, Commings: Aarl
eulture, Hutoh: Naval Affairs, Herbert:; Indian
Affairs, Peel: Paciie Railroads, Reilly: Levees
und Tmprovements of the Mississippi River, Rob-
rrlﬁnrl:'Pwmﬂ!m and Postroads. Henderson, of
North Carolina: Distriet of Columbia, Hemphill;
Publie Lands, MeRae,

members of Wavs and Means will be MeMillin
Wilson, West Virginia: Turner, Mostgomery,
Whiting, Shively, Cocliran, Stevens. and Hryan,
ond ths Republican members will
MoKenna, Burrows, Dalzell, and E B. Taylor, of
Ohio.  The gossipe also s2v that amone the Dem-
ocratia members of the Anpraprintions Committee
w!_l! he Forney, Savres, Breckinridee, Kantueky
Wilson, Missouri: Fiteh, New-York: Comptaon,
P:;pl;:;:;!:r. ;\Irl!;n.mu}!':_ ;ﬂnd thet the Republi-

wrs will he Henderson, Towa: Cogswell,
Dingley, Grout and Bingham, soeid
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THREE PERSONS SHOT BY MASKED MEN,

ONE OF THEM HAD TRIED TO HAVE HIS DI
VORCIZD) WIFF KILLED.

Little Rock, Ark., Doe, 21.—A dispateh to  “The
Gazelte,” from De Witt, Ark, says: “This mornihg
at 2 o'clock, a body of masked men entered the jall at
this place and shot to death J. A. Smith, Flovd Gregory
and Moors Henderson, who were confined therein,

The erime for which fhese men paid the penalty with
their lives originated 1o a divoree proceeding by Mrs.
Mary J. Smith against her husband, J. A, Smith, one
of the wietims of this mornlng's tragedy. The sult
was fought vigomusly by both parties, bhut Mrs. Smith
gt a divorce and a Judgment for one.third of the
husband’s property. On the night of December 0 the
negro, Mose Hemderson, went to the house of Mrs.
smith and shot her with a load of buckshot, shooling
off th: Angers and thumh of her right hand, the load
then passing through her shooldey Into the wall
of the dwelling. The negro wans recognized and
captured, and made a confession In which he stared
that he was to receive fron soith the sum of #1745 in
wmoney, elghty acres of land, four head of cattle wnd
horse for committing the erime,

Smith and his sondn-laww. Gregory, were arrested
and a preliminary trial was had, and the bonds of
Smith and the negro were placed at 830,000 each, and
that of Gregory, who with Swith plloted the negm to
the house of Mrs, Smith, where the shouting was dohe,
at 21,000, In defanlt of which they were sent to Jall,
It wns reported that Smith and Gregory would give
bond to-day and be released.  The report, it is thought,
cansed the killing this morning. The mob was com-
posed of fifieen or twenty men and wos guiet and
orderly. Some twelve or fifteen shots weir fimd Into

the prisoners, all of whom were Instantly killed. The
mobh left po clew to thelr identdty. There Is no ex-
cltement over the matter here in town.

i

A CURIOUS MARRIAGE ANNULLED,

sloux Fulls, 8. D., Dec. 21.—A docree was today
granted Florence ., Culhibertscn for a divoree from
Sldney Cuthbertson, o real-estate draler of Chicago,
In 1880 the plaintiff was married to William Dougliss,
o broker of Chleago, and the two llved happlly until
about o year ago, when Douglass found in his wife's
wrtng-desk a pumber of warm leiters. wrilten hy
Cuthbertson  Mrs. Douglass admitted th: letars, lnt
declared that she had not been Intimate with Cath-
bartson, Two doys Inter she was called before Judge
Horton, and in fifteen minutes u divorce was granted
to Douglnss. Cuthberisan testifled to undue Intimacy be-
twesn h.mself and the woman. The plalathl says
that no papers lnd been served upon hey, and she

was granied, Judge Horton told Cuthbertson that he
must maurry” Mrs, Donglass within twenty-four hours
or go to the penitentlary | Mrs. Douglass was told Ly

or go to joll for five years., The woman pleaded to
be spared the marriage, but Adnms and Douglass in-
wisted, wnd It took place, The plalnti® Las never
lived with Cuthbertson as his wife, bshe s about
twenty-thres yesrs old,
—_—
FRAUDULENT ENSURANCE CONCHRNS,
Harrishurg, l’b‘lm., Deo.
Attorney-tienernl was called dto-day by Insurance Com-
missloner Luper {o the operstions of 5. 5. Lindey &
Co, and Manstield & Co., two Phlladelpde insurance
concerns, which are alleged to be dolvg o frandulent
business, The former calms 1o repro ent the Austra.
ltan Fire Insurance Company of sydney, N s W,
and the Vietorla Fire lusurance Compuny of Mel-
Lourne, Vietorin, Loth of which are ndvertised by the
firm as © gllt edge” concerhis | nnd the lab er represenis
the Columbfin Naldona! Fire Insurance Company of
Phitadelphla, which ls lkewise quoted as In o most
prosperous conditon.  The Insumnce Comuilssiones
doubts If the first Lwo companies named have any
sxldence whatever, and sa¥s the Columbian s a
fictlon pure und simple. The Insurance Commissionor
intimates that in case of a fallure 'o reach these two
compandes through the civil or criminal laws, the
prolibition of the use of the United States mulls for
fraudulent purposes might be evoked.
WHEAT [¥ NOETHWESTERY ELEVATORS.
Minneapolls, Dee. 21, —Flgures complled Ly “The
Nouthwestern Miller” show the stock of whest In
piivate elevators of Minneapolls to be 1,630,000 bush-
¢ls, ap Increase of 67,000 for the we:k. 'The tolal
stock at Minneapolls atd Dulnth 1s 14,202,500 bushels,
& gnin of 1,304,201 over last Monday. *“The Market
Report” computes the stock of wheat In country ele-
vators of Mionesota snd the two Dakolas at 10,785,
500 bushels, or 620,400 more than last Monday. The
Northwestern stock s thus made 25,043,000

¥
bushels, nn Increase of 1,524,000 bushels. A year 220
the total stock was 21,611,000 Lashels,

AL
THE BRIDGEFORT ¥, M. ©. 4, BUILDING.
Lrtdgeport, Conn., Dee. 21 (Special).-The new
100,000 home, on Mali-st, pear tillbartst., of the
Young Men's Christlan Assoctation, Is now completed
and will be formally opened on Janunry 1, 1502
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come in person, but he pent more substitiutes to

According to some of the gossips, the Demoeratin |

he Reed, |

| eal and offieial world.
| A delegation of prominent World's

did not know what bhad been done until the decreec |

her husband's lawyer that she must wurry Cuthbertson

21—The nttention of the |

NEW-YORK AND THE FAIR
HER CITIZENS SPEAK OUT.

A REFPRESENTATIVE GATHERING AT DEL
MONICO'3,

TIE GUESTS OF MESSRS. DEPEW, THACHER AND
ALLEN, NATIONAL COMMISSIONERS FROM
THIS STATE—SPEECHES BY THEM, BY
EX-SENATOR PALMER, W, T. BAKER,
GEORGE R. DAVIS, C. 8 SMITH
AND J. SEAVER PAGE.

Fast and West joined * with heart and hand®
was the motto of the dinper given by New-York's
World's Fair Commissioners at Delmonico’s last
night. The spirit which animated the gathering
was that of unity and harmony between Chicage
and New-York, metropolises of two great sections
of 1% United States, The unity and harmony
were of the kind which is doubly stroug and
signifieant becauss it succeeds former differences.
New-York and Chicago were competitors for the
great World's Fair which this country is to givw
in honor of the discovery of America by Columbus
in 1492, In the struggle in Congress
the West trinmphed over the FEsat, and
Chicago was designated as the eity in which the
great exposition should be held.

Defeat is galling at its best. The conquered
can hardly put on the mien of the victor ad
once after the struggle. Last evening’s dinner
was given, lowever, to show that when once
New-York had recovered from the first pang of
disappointment. she harbored no resentinent or
hostility to her syecessful rival, but was willing
to ald in the great World’s Fair in noble and
generous spirit,  The metropols not only of this
Republic, but on this hemispher as well} was
incapable of a dog-in-the-manger policy which
would seek to hamper an enterprise in which she
herself could play only a secondary part.

New-York is a bellever in the Anglo-Saxon
principle that a good, hard, square fight
is to be followed by the complets
and unreserved reconciliation of the two sides.
The battle is over, and has been over for many
months, There remained only the warm hand
clasp between the rivals, In this ecity, appar.
ently? the need of any formal protestation of
loyalty to the National Exposition has been fels
more or less superfluous, In the West, however,
there appears to have been in some quarters &
feeling that New-York's sentiment of e had
taken the form of a deep and active hostility to
the World's Fair. p

That any such idea was just the reverse of the
truth was shown last night. New-York pledged
Ler hearty, whole-souled and unrestricted support
to her sister city's magnificent enterprise.

The gathering was as representative ns eould
well be imagined. Every great interest was there
in the person of ohe or more of its leading wmen.
There were those who are prominent in the come
mercial, journalistie, banking, professional, politi-

Fair offieinls

gﬁmxnb to explain what Chi-
o has done;, and will do, and what she asks
of this city, and to receive the attestation of the
hearty eo-operation of the metropolis in the
fair. Some of the representatives from
the seat of the Exposition made ad-
dresses, and  thanked the guests for
the avidence of New-York's sinerre interest in the

project.
THE HOSTS OF THE EVENING.

The dinner was glven by Chauncey M. Depew]
John Boyd Thacher, of Albany, and Gorton w.
Allen, of Auburn, the National World's Fair Com-
missioners of this State. They bore the expense
and are to be praiséd for setting right the atti ude
of their Commonwsalth in the eyes of the Nation.
They did more, far more, than their full duty as
officials of the Fair, and eSmmendation must be
expressed in the highest terms, to do their unselfish
patriotism full justice. An equal meed of honor
is due to J. Seaver Page, arcretary of the Union
League Club, who was in charge of the arrange-
ments for the affair. Two of the Ho#ls live in
the interior of the State and Mr. Depew’s duties
were, of course, ftoo oONerous and exacting
to permit of his taking hold of the mountain of
work that pertains to a dinner of the kind. Mr.
Page therefore volunteered his services, and he
|hrun|rhl: to the task o fitness, an assiduity, an
| energy and a devation to which is a surpassing
| measure is due the success of the programme in
every particular.

For several weeks Mr. Page has thrown auside
nearly sll his private business and all his soclal
pleasures, to bend all his efforts on the dinner.
The result was & eredit even to him, The problem
of inviting guests who should be in the fulleat
senge of the word representative, was one fraught
with diffleulties, but Mr. Page's wide acquaintanod
with the men and affairs of his city, hore him
through the delicate and hazardous undertaking
with fine success,  As the skilful handler of every
one of the thousand details, Le could bardly
Lave heen surpassed.

The Tribune this morning, gives in full all the
[ gpeeches delivered at the dinner. The prominence
| which it glves to social affairs of the kind is well-
known, und besides, this occaslon is one in which
this paper feels that all its readers must feel mors
than @ passing interest. The exigencies of space
make it necessary to print some of the speeches
apart from the main story. The addresses which
are not given here, will be found on pages eleven
unid wwelve,

The guests included not only men who have
achieved eminence in this ecity, but » uimber of
lending citizens of other places In the State. Late
in the evening the baleony was crowded with
fair women, who guzed on the scene spread
lelow and listenest to the speeches, Among thess
! were Miss Helen Page, Mrs. Frederick W. Devoe,
Miss Devoe, Miss Anna Potter Holder, Mrs. T. W,
Palmer, Mrs. Rich, Mrs. Henry Chapman and Mrs.
John Y, Black.

Mr. Depew presided and muade the address of
welcome.  His versatility, his charm as a couversa-
tionslist, his govd-f+llowship, his brilllaney as &
speaker on oecaslons of every kind, are part of
New-York Citg's being. 1is home could make no
formal expression of eonvietion, without him, an.
 loss she detracted from its weight and importance,
His preseice last night as one of the hosts was
therefore an earnest to the whole Nation
that the Empire City and State were heart and

from the West were

soul in sympathy with Chiesgo’s grind enter.

prise.

Most of the guests, who numbered over 100 in
all, gathered in the parlors at Delmonioo’s at 6 :30
Welock or @ little later, and many of them were
fpren nted to the World's Fair officials from
the West. IHalf an hour or more was spent in
pleasant conversation, and then the men warched
into the dining-room. The hall was prettily
decornted with flags, and the tables were lovely
with their banks of Howers,

The menus were admirable in workmanship and
artistie in design. They consisted of two sheeta
bound with bows of ribhon. On the fimst was
an  etchify from ideas suggested by Mr,
Page. In the centre  were the East
and West, typified by women® clasping hands, ua.
dler them being the motto * With heart and hand.”
. To the left was a picture of an old Colonial man-
slon, and to the right the Goddess of Liberty and
an oeean steamship. Under the etohing were the
! words : * A complimentary dinner given by the Na-
| tiemal Comm'ssioners of th World's Columbian Ex-
position appointed for the Stute of New-York, Meesrs,

Clwuncey M. Depew, Gorton W. Allen and John
| Boyd Thaeher, to consider New-York's duQ and
intarest us they are related to the World's Colum-
bian Exposition, to be held in Chicago, May,
1803." On the second page was the meon proper.
The menus were the work of Tiflany, & Co., whe




